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Something New
By Tom Savage

The writer of the Book of Hebrews reminds us Jesus Christ is the 
same yesterday, today, and forever. Jeremiah the prophet offers 
these words of praise. Through the Lord’s mercies we are not 
consumed, because His compassions fail not. They are new every 
morning; Great is Your faithfulness.

Our Lord God is very faithful and very consistent. At the same time 
He loves to shower us with new and fresh blessings. He delights in 
bringing forth something new. When He saved us He made us new. 
In 2 Corinthians 5:17 we find, "Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is 
a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new.”

In this same way, we as His created workmanship delight when 
we encounter something new. There is nothing quite like the smell 
of a new car, new clothes, or a new baby. Gifts from our Lord or 
a precious friend are admired and cherished. In this same spirit, 
this brand-new digital edition of Indiana Baptist exists to bring 
glory to God and encouragement to you as you move throughout 
your day.  We all need fresh insights and motivation to persevere 
through the struggles of life.

Within these eleven stories from our convention, you will read about 
a recent church plant sprouting forth in Michigan City. You will be 
able to appreciate the freshly updated Women's Conference held 
this past spring. You will also learn about a novel way to serve 
hurting people through the use of drones by Disaster Relief and 
so much more.

There is a great deal to celebrate within our churches evidenced 
throughout the following pages. We pray these stories will be a 
source of encouragement as you walk the path our Lord has called 
you to walk. Move onward and look upward for Him and His return. 
Keep serving the Master because He lives!

Dr. Tom Savage
tel: (317) 481-2400 x223
email: tsavage@scbi.org
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It’s early March and Pastor Tony 
Valenti of Graceland Church 
in New Albany is getting ready 

to host his first of four Sending Labs in 
partnership with SEND Network and SCBI. 
Having worked for SEND in California 
before his call to Graceland, leading a 
Sending Lab is not anything new for him, 
but they are a new opportunity for SCBI. 

Speaking on the partnership between 
SEND and SCBI Tony relayed, “SCBI was 
awesome. They hosted all the lunches 
for each of the labs and were already 
on the ground talking with churches 
and forming those relationships.” The 
four conferences were held throughout 
the state between the months of March 
through May and ministered to over 
eighty pastors and ministry leaders! 

As for the fruit of these six-hour confer-
ences, there is much to behold. Taking 
groups of ministry leaders through the 
SEND Network training allows them to 
assess where their church is at, not only 
regarding church planting, but also in 
relation to developing leaders. Tony 
stated, “Not all these guys are going to 
immediately go plant a church, but they 
might help support another church that 
is planting. And some of them might 
simply take the next step of learning 

Sending 
LabsFruitful 

SEND + SCBI = 
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Tony invites you to reach  

out with any questions:   

tvalenti@graceland.church

how to train men from their church to become 
pastors.” 

Aside from the training that takes place, 
the Sending Labs also allow an avenue for 
fellowship within our churches. Tony said, “One 
of the biggest benefits in all of this is that we 
had 80 guys and gals in the room that probably 
would not have met or hung out together in 
any other capacity. But they were able to 
fellowship for six hours during the day. So, the 
brotherhood and sisterhood that is developed 
during the Sending Lab is important for me to 
see continuing.”

And continue it will! Tony plans to host annual 
Sending Labs throughout the state with the 
support of SCBI and is also in development 
with a Residency Lab for those who want to go 
even deeper into training, “Every church is a 
little different. We have a residency program 
at Graceland but we’re a little bit of a larger 
church, so we’re able to devote more resources 
to that. Even so, every context can host a res-
idency and this training exists to help pastors 
think through what that can look like.” He hopes 
to continue developing the training with SEND 
in order to help other churches contextualize 
the residency model that works best for them. 

Are you a pastor or ministry leader interested 
in church planting or in growing stronger, more 
missionally minded leaders within your church? 
Plan to attend the next Sending Lab in part-
nership with SEND and SCBI. You’ll walk away 
with inspiration, knowledge, and a day full of 
fellowship with your fellow brothers and sisters 
in Christ.  n
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This fall students at Central High School 
in Evansville will walk the corridors of 
their window lined building and will 
be surprised to see their school’s 

courtyard beautifully refurbished with 2,500 
native Indiana plants. Some of them might 
even elect to take the new Horticultural class 
that will be offered in the open-air classroom 
due to the installment of the new plants. Then, 
when the final school bell of the day rings, a 
handful, maybe even more, will gather their 
things from their lockers and before heading 
home will curiously stop by the new Bible study 
that is scheduled to be held in cooperation 
with Community Central Church. How did this 
updated courtyard and new Bible study come 
to be? It all started with the Send Relief Tour; 
held in Evansville on May 2nd-3rd to bless and 
evangelize the local community. 

Kenny Kidd, Coordinator of the Southwestern 
Indiana Baptist Association, worked together with 
SCBI and Send Relief Tour to host the two-day 
event where over 750 volunteers joined together 
to complete 41 projects. Speaking about the 
Central High School project Kenny shared, “They 
{Community Central Church} went to the school 
and said, ‘We'd love to do a project to support you. 
What is something that you value and that you 
would desire to see done to benefit the school?’ 
And the principal communicated that they had 
a vision of transforming this courtyard space in 

the school for this purpose. The church made 
this massive project happen with volunteers 
from elsewhere along with their own church 
members.” Kenny went on to explain that the 
principal was so elated with the work that was 
completed, he gave an open-door invitation to 
the church for anything they would like to do in 
the school. Hence, the plans for an after-school 
Bible Study is to begin this year. 

This was exactly the type of outcome that the 
combined leadership of the weekend had been 
praying for. Kenny shared, “Leading up to Send 
Relief we wanted projects like this that could 
become a catalyst to open doors for ministry, 
to open doors for sharing the gospel, to open 
doors for loving people by meeting needs, by 
showing and sharing the love of Jesus.” Prayers 
were answered in the Central High School project 
and so many others.

Across town there was another group joining 
together to canvas a local neighborhood for 
Covert Avenue Baptist Church who would be 
hosting a VBS program later in the summer. 
Members from Oakhill Baptist came alongside 
members from Covert to help spread the word 
about the upcoming children’s event. As they 
walked along the streets near to Covert, knocking 
on doors, and meeting the community together, 
the Lord was actively at work knitting these 
brothers and sisters in Christ together. So much so 

People
and

Projects
S E R V E   E VA N SV I L L E   2 0 2 5
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that when the time came for Covert to host their 
VBS, members from Oakhill Baptist joined them 
as volunteers to minister to the local children. 

It’s connections like these that are another fruit 
of the Send Relief Tours and it’s something that 
Kenny had been specifically praying for, “I had 
been praying that serving together across the 
weekend would affect our churches in how they 
work and partner together in God’s kingdom. I 
can say now that I see bits and pieces of that 
happening. I’m thankful for that and pray that 
those types of things continue.” 

Project managers from each of the 41 projects 
were also tasked with the assignment to track 
any reported Gospel conversations. There were 
nearly 1,200 reported conversations over the two-
day event along with 36 souls who placed their 
trust in Jesus as a direct result of the ministry 
that took place! 

In addition to all the people met and projects 
served, a new church is also being formed 
out of the two-day event. Pastor Jon Leighton 

How did this 
updated courtyard 
and new Bible study 
come to be? 

hosted a block party during the event and has 
begun Bible studies with the hope of planting 
Home Church in 2026. Serve Evansville was 
exceedingly fruitful and SCBI is grateful for the 
opportunity to have partnered with Send Relief 
for the glory of God! n
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I remember it well. 
We were early on in our church planting days. 
The worship leader with whom we had started 
the plant had since parted ways. The Lord was 
faithful to provide help along the way, and we 
were now one week from our new Worship Pastor 
starting. One week away but we couldn’t find a 
soul to lead all the souls in our sanctuary. 

So, my husband Ben Hurt, who happens to be 
musically inclined and can hold his own on 
guitar, did what any preaching pastor would 
do. He led our church in worship, and when a 

faithful congregant came up to the pulpit to 
offer a pastoral prayer, he quietly set down his 
guitar, opened his Bible, took a deep breath, 
and began to preach. It was like a BOGO kind 
of morning. 

As I stated, I remember it well. However, several 
months later, as I reminisced about the morning 
with some ministry friends, Ben looked at me 
with a blank stare and proclaimed, “I did what?”

The scenario probably happens more than 
most realize. Alex Darnall of Northside Baptist 
admitted that he has done the same on a 
handful of occasions but admits how grueling 

in SCBI
Worship

Building Community and Leadership 
By Nikki Hurt, Indiana Baptist Copy Writer
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it can be for the man in those shoes and isn’t 
too surprised my husband wiped the morning 
from his memory! It begs a question: How can 
churches with few musicians lead worship 
effectively on a Sunday morning? It is a question 
that Alex is keen to answer and assist with. 

Alex was recently asked to be the Worship 
Connector for SCBI, partially due to his self-
proclaimed ability to talk to a brick wall, Alex has 
big plans for the future: “My position is to help 
churches, who don’t have a lot of musicians, 
be able to lead worship and offer resources to 
help along the way.” He is quick to add that he 
believes God will be faithful to provide for every 
need a church might have and that includes 
worship leaders!

Alex’s heart for the church and for worship that 
glorifies the Lord is evident. “The biggest thing 
in ministry to remember, for me at least, is that 
we're not professionals. We're not touring artists. 
We're pastors. We're shepherds. We're leaders. 
It's not about us. It's not a show. It is facilitating 
worship. It is leading people to encounter the 
greatness of God.” 

In a desire to help facilitate this kind of worship 
leading, Alex plans to help put together resources 
that smaller churches could have access to. 
Some of these resources might include worship 
training videos, a resource list of books on worship 
and practical tools, as well as some level of 
instrument training. Alex stated, “I play piano, 
and I’ve been able to replicate what I do for some 
other people. That’s been really encouraging.”

But that’s not all. In addition to helping churches 
find and equip worship leaders, he also hopes 
to establish a community of worship leaders 
across the state of Indiana, “So many worship 
leaders and pastors just feel alone in ministry. 
It’s so easy to feel like you’re on an island. I hope 
to foster that community within the worship 
leaders of our churches. In fact, the main idea 
of this position is to build community and build 
leaders.”

The leaders of SCBI hope to host a Worship 
Collective in the future in order to foster 
community for our worship leaders across the 
state. It all starts with connection, so feel free to 
reach out to Alex; the brick wall can only suffice 
for so long! n

eMail: 

adarnall@northsideindy.org

Alex Darnall 
Northside Baptist Church,
SCBI Worship Connector

How can 
churches with 
few musicians 
lead worship 
effectively on a 
Sunday morning? 

?
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Pulling into the wooded, rolling hills of 
Highland Lakes Baptist Camp on Saturday, 
June 14th were eighteen college students serving 
with Fuge Camps hosted by Lifeway. They stepped 

onto the grassy turf, pulling duffle bags and suitcases while 
stretching their legs, and got their first glimpse of Highland Lakes, 
where they would be staying for the next fourteen days to host two 
weeks of Fuge in partnership with SCBI. Highland Lakes Team Leader 
Jim Shields said of the mighty eighteen, “They know what they're doing. 
They hit the ground running. They're excited. They're exciting. So, they 
bring a good spirit to the campground.”

It was exactly what Jim had been praying for. For years, 
Highland Lakes has modeled its summer camp ministry 
after Fuge camps. In fact, several years ago Jim inquired at 
Lifeway about Highland hosting Fuge. At that time, Fuge was 
only offering camps on large college campuses. Meanwhile, 
Highland continued to flourish, and expand, with the loving 
care of its leadership and pastors from across the state. 
In time, Fuge began entering into smaller camp locations. 

Fuge Camp at Highland Lakes
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That, coupled with the growth of Highland 
Lakes, allowed for the partnership to be born 
this summer. This partnership allows pastors 
the ability to bring their students and invest in 
relationships rather than tending to the many 
details of running a full week of camp. 

With the reputation of Lifeway behind it, the two 
weeks of Fuge camp created a fast sell-out 
for Highland. The weeks were announced via 
the website and by January a waiting list was 
already formed. Of the campers who attended, 
most of them from SCBI churches, Jim said, 
“They were all just tremendous. They were here 
for a purpose, and they enjoyed themselves. 
They had a lot of fun, but they heard the Word 
proclaimed.” He gave thanks to God for the 
seven souls who repented of their sins and 
placed their trust in Jesus by the end of the first 
week. Knowing that the Lord’s Word does not 
return void, and from conversation with pastors 
who attended, he is confident that the number 
of saved students was probably much higher. 

Jim is looking forward to week two with the 
eighteen Fuge staffers. They celebrated the 
end of a great first week by taking them all out 
to lunch, and Highland’s Director of Operations, 
Rick Porter, is pulling out the smoker on Saturday 
night to host the young adults before starting 
the ministry of week two. 

It was a successful start to what is hoped will 
be a long and fruitful partnership. All of the 
churches in attendance from week one are 
already signed up for next year, where eighteen 
new counselors will step off the bus, gather their 
luggage, and get their first look at our beloved 
Highland Lakes Camp while excitedly trusting 
the Lord and ready to serve the churches of 
SCBI. n
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MORE
Immeasurably

It may not have been the official theme of 
the 2025 Indiana Women’s Conference, 
but it was a profound highlight that ran 

alongside the Immeasurably More motif from 
the theme verse, Ephesians 3:20. 

The conference, hosted in April at Northside 
Baptist in Indianapolis, was attended by 405 
women from 95 of our statewide churches. 
Conference organizer, Rachel Bland of 
NorthWoods Church in Evansville, spoke highly 
of Catherine Renfro, the main speaker of the 
two-day event, “Catherine as a speaker was 
very relational. She was transparent and super 
captivating. The way she talks makes you feel 
like you’re just hanging out with a friend. I think 
that because of her teaching style, she can 
really draw people in.” 

God uses the smallest things 
to do the biggest things.
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Throughout her speaking sessions Catherine 
weaved a story of redemption that started with 
one small act of obedience — an OBGYN nurse 
sensing the Holy Spirit instructing her to check 
on her patients one last time before the end of 
her shift — which led to something extraordinary: 
a child being placed into Catherine’s family by 
adoption. Rachel shared that Catherine was able 
to “use her own story of adoption to illustrate how 
God can take your one small act of obedience and 
he can do something amazing with it.”

The SCBI Women’s Ministry Team exists to increase 
Christ throughout the state and this purpose was 
at the forefront of the planning sessions for the 
2025 conference. Rachel shared how grateful 
she was that Catherine was able to take that 
purpose and continually remind the women that 
they must decrease so that Christ can increase. 
This led to story after story of women laying down 
their burdens on the final night. One woman laid 
down her fears of sharing Christ with others, while 
another surrendered the guilt she has struggled 
with in coming to Christ later in life and not raising 
her older children in the faith. Another woman 
walked towards Rachel at the very end of the 
night, and Rachel was able to pray for her to be 
released from the bitterness that had held her 
captive for so long. 

The entire conference was a surreal, full-circle 
moment for Rachel herself. Reflecting back upon 
a wilderness season of her life in 2017 where she 
was searching for a church and desiring to be 
used in ministry she explained, “Starting in college 
and into my career as an English teacher, I really 
just felt a desire to do vocational ministry, but at 
that point I wasn’t sure what ministry looked like 
for women. Honestly, I thought I’d be a pastor’s 
wife because I thought that’s the only way women 
could do ministry in the church.” 

Rachel went on to explain 
that while she walked 

through a long season of singleness (which 
ended with marriage to a godly man who is not a 
pastor) the Lord began to speak to her heart and 
she realized, “I didn’t need to be a pastor’s wife 
in order to do ministry, I could minister to people 
without even being married.” It was through that 
realization that Rachel eventually resigned from 
her teaching job to serve full-time at NorthWoods 
where she now serves as the Women’s Ministry and 
Connections Director. 

Leading a room of other ministry leaders at the start 
of the conference to pray over the weekend, the Holy 
Spirit reminded Rachel of her simple prayer during 
that lonely season in 2017, “I had been asking the 
Lord to just show up in my life and do something 
big. If you would have told me back then that I 
would be serving the Lord in this capacity right 
now…I would be like, there’s no way.” 

This is our God. He is able to do immeasurably 
more than we ask or think and yet he often uses…
the smallest things to do the BIGGEST THINGS.

Catherine Renfro, 
main speaker at 

the 2025 Indiana 
Women's Conference
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Across the street from Gospel Community Church sits a beautifully shaded 
park with picnic tables, a basketball court, and a small playground. 

The park belongs to a large mobile home 
community, Brookside Manor, and on Sunday 
afternoons in the summer, it’s the meeting 
place between members of the Gospel 
Community and residents of Brookside. 
Following their second service, Gospel 
Community loads a truck with a grill and 
food supplies, drives the short stretch across 
the road, and cooks a meal for their closest 
neighbors. The ministry, BBQ at Brookside, is 
in its second summer, and the relationship 
between the church and the members of the 
community continues to grow. 

Gospel Community member Peter Vukovich 
was tasked with the outreach last summer. 
He recalls that the elders of the church had 
asked him to host the barbecues once a 
month. After looking at the calendar, Peter 
asked to do more, “I looked and saw that 
would only be three times. I didn’t think we 
could accomplish much in three cookouts; 
I wanted to do it every week! We simply go 
over there with a grill, and whoever wants 

to come is welcome to come. It’s really easy 
to do.” Peter went on to state that he and 
elder Aaron Scholl had the following outlook 
in the beginning, “Worst-case scenario we 
thought it would become a church picnic, 
but in the best-case scenario we would get 
to know some neighbors and hopefully have 
some Gospel conversations.” The ministry 
has proven to be all of the above. 

Building Trust

Peter acknowledges that there needed to be 
a period of building trust, “In a perfect world, 
every single person who lives at Brookside 
would become a believer, but that’s not going 
to happen overnight. I think there is a trust 
that must be created and fostered. We are 
going to continue to foster that with more 
connections and relationships.” He pointed 
to the park manager asking the church to 
host a Trunk or Treat in the fall as evidence 
of the trust being fostered. 

BUILDING 
Trust

One BBQ At A Time 
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On a recent Sunday afternoon, I had the 
blessing of attending the gathering myself. I 
sat down with Pastor Nick Monroe and gained 
his perspective on the beloved ministry, “When 
we started last summer, we committed to three 
years even if no one showed up. We genuinely 
want to do this to care for our neighbors. We 
want to get to know them and show them that 
they're seen by us. In the 20 years that our 
church building has existed (Gospel Community 
acquired the building 5 years ago when it 
launched as an autonomous church), there 
hasn’t been any other church community that 
attempted to reach out to Brookside.” 

Connecting

The church faced a dilemma last year when 
deciding whether to host the cookout on 
Father’s Day. Nearly all the men who serve at 
the grill are fathers themselves. Pastor Nick 
shared, “I love that the consensus was — that's 
the day they need us there the most because 
many of the kids don't have dads in their lives. 
We ended up having a ton of kids that day. I 
loved seeing all these different men from our 

church come over and play games with the 
kids on that day.”

Now in the second summer of weekly cookouts, 
the church continues to see fruit from the 
gatherings. There are a few families from 
Brookside that now call Gospel Community their 
church home, and the barbecues have their 
regular guests, whom most everyone knows, 
as well as frequent first-time visitors. 

But one of the most endearing connections 
came at VBS. Last year, the cookouts had only 
been happening for a couple of weeks when the 
church hosted VBS; they didn’t see any children 
attend from Brookside. This year, however, 
several kids whom they know from Sunday 
afternoon lunches walked across the street to 
join the fun and heard the Gospel proclaimed. 

As the "BBQ at Brookside" leadership was 
quick to point out, trust was needed and is  
clearly being built…

one Sunday afternoon at a time.  
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When the men of Vernon Baptist 
Church learn of an impending 
storm, they become watchful. 

Pastor Don Morris knows it won’t be long 
until he begins receiving text messages 
from the men in his church asking if they 
will get to serve, “Disaster Relief is the best 
men’s ministry I have ever been a part of. 
Men will get their hearts around a chainsaw. 
They can get out and show off a little bit, 
but at the same time, they’re seeing the 
gospel shared. They’re learning how to do 
that from me or others, and there’s just a 
camaraderie that’s built.” 

On building that camaraderie, Pastor 
Don stated, “Guys go into the Army, go to 
war, and they come back buddies for life 
because they’ve been through something 
traumatic together and it bonds them. Well, 
when we go to hurricanes or tornadoes, 
we go through things together too. We’re 
sleeping on cots at a church somewhere 
and we’re helping people at their time of 
need. I’ve seen the men of my church really 
grow spiritually through this.” 

Disaster Relief is the third largest relief 
organization in the world. Don is quick to 
deem it: the best kept secret in the SBC, 

DISASTER RELIEF
BEST KEPT SECRET

We just want to share Jesus with people who are 
hurting, and when someone needs help, hope, or 
healing—it’s a good time for us to do that.
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“Red Cross and Salvation Army are the only 
two bigger than us. We’re out there doing 
the hard work. In fact, if you remember 
Hurricane Katrina, there were millions of 
meals that were delivered by Salvation 
Army, but every one of those meals was 
cooked and prepared by the volunteers of 
Disaster Relief.” 

Pastor Don, who also serves as the State 
Storm Recovery Coordinator, has begun 
using drones in storm assessment. The tool 
has provided a time-saving way to assess 
storm damage without putting volunteers 
at risk, “In order to understand the scope 
of a job, we need to assess the damage 
that’s been done, including how many 
volunteers will be needed and what kind 
of tools are required. With a drone, I am 
able to fly around the house and see all 
of that without actually putting people up 
on the roof in what could be a dangerous 
situation.”  He went on to explain that he 
can also use a drone to map out the path 

of a tornado, which helps in knowing which 
streets need to be closed and how teams 
can access hard to reach areas. 

Don and his wife, Beth, also serve as 
chaplains for Disaster Relief. This allows 
them to meet with homeowners in their time 
of need, hearing their stories and praying 
with them all while looking for opportunities 
to share the Gospel. Pastor Don added, 
“We’re not out there looking for glory or 
fame. We just want to share Jesus with 
people who are hurting, and when someone 
needs help, hope, or healing—it’s a good 
time for us to do that.” 

Anyone interested in serving with the 
ministry can attend any of the statewide 
trainings offered by SCBI. Contact Butch 
Porter, Director for Indiana Disaster Relief: 
bporter@scbi.org. Thanks to servants like 
Butch and Don, the best kept secret in 
the Southern Baptist Convention is being 
revealed! n
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SEEING the Goodness of God

old & new
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F
amilies who walk into Oolitic Baptist 
Church in Oolitic, Indiana, will be 
greeted with the most endearing 
nod to the past that reaches back 
through the 125-year history of the 
church. Grasping the hands of their 

little ones while walking into the nursery, parents 
and children alike will encounter Little Oolitic 
— a miniature town designed to reflect the 
church’s history. 

They will see Bob’s Market, which pays homage to 
Bob Sharr, now with Jesus, but a longtime church 
member and a beloved figure in the community. 
Close by is Dave’s Workshop, featuring a play 

workbench complete with tools and 
a pegboard, honoring longtime 
deacon Dave, who loved the 
community and regularly served 
it through his woodworking. 

The refurbished nursery also 
includes an ice cream shop to 
honor a now closed restaurant 
where some of the older church 
members once worked. And finally, 
a playhouse features the same 
address as the church parsonage 
where Pastor Taylor Quinley 
currently lives. Pastor Taylor states, 
“These spaces might be new, but 

together they tell the story of something old. 
It’s a story of faithful members used by the Lord 
throughout the history of our church.”

Taylor speaks of his work in revitalizing Oolitic 
Baptist, a position he has held since February 
2018, “Pastors doing revitalization work should 
take every opportunity to see and honor aspects 
of their church’s history. These are opportunities 
to open our eyes to the wonderful work of 
God. Young pastors often lack the patience to 
navigate this reality wisely. Instead, we rush 
in like a wrecking ball, making changes that 
unintentionally erase the familiar and leave 
behind discomfort and frustration.”

To that end, Pastor Taylor, along with the 
faithful members of his church, took great 
strides to ensure that the history of the church 

was preserved and honored. And not only in 
the children’s department. Visitors who cross 
the threshold of the church doors will also see 
two beloved quilts hanging in the fellowship 
hall. Their story reaches back to the Great 
Depression when the congregation at Oolitic 
could no longer make its loan payments. 
Mrs. Lewis, a longtime member, organized 
a fundraiser where, for 10 cents, supporters 
could have their names stitched onto the fabric. 
Another dear member, Mrs. King, pieced the 
fabric together. Name by name and dime by 
dime, enough money was raised to pay off the 
church loan. The quilts hang as a testament to 
the faithfulness of God to provide for his people 
and to sustain his church. 

	 “Revitalization work,” Pastor Taylor states, 
“should point people to the goodness of God. 
If your church is anything like mine, there is 
plenty of goodness to see.” For many years to 
come, the children of Oolitic will touch pieces 
of that goodness through their nursery play 
and through tracing the names stitched on the 
old yellow quilts. Names that have since gone 
into glory, but who certainly made their mark 
on this beloved church. n
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 “What is one takeaway you have from this conference?” 

The question was asked by a mentor 
of Jeremiah Kinney’s many years 
ago, and it’s a practice that Jeremiah 
has aimed to instill. Conferences can 
be overwhelming with information 
and growth points, so focusing on a 
single takeaway can often produce 
more action. It was this question 
flowing through his mind after the 
2024 Annual Summit that prompted 
Jeremiah to think on baptism: “There 
was a gentleman who spoke at the 
summit and showed a video which 
contained a series of baptisms. That 
kind of got down into my soul, and I 
started praying about it.” 

Jeremiah decided to offer an 
announcement to his church body 
at Remedy City Church in Muncie, 
Indiana. The announcement was 

placed in the church bulletin and 
simply stated to talk to Pastor 
Jeremiah if you had any desire to 
know more about baptism. After 
several weeks, a young college 
student, Emily Dennison, came 
forward with a desire to be baptized, 
and Jeremiah began to walk her 
through the theology of the invitation: 
“I want people to know what they're 
doing. I believe it’s more than a 
command; it's an invitation. Jesus 
invites us into the water because 
he invites us out of the grave. And 
so, I just want people to understand 
what they're being invited to.” Soon, 
Emily was ready to testify to her faith 
in Christ. 

As Jeremiah began announcing 
Emily’s upcoming baptism to the 

Baptisms
Remedy City Church
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church, he was also meeting with Chris 
Wright for membership class. Chris 
approached Jeremiah about the topic when 
he realized that while he was baptized in 
his youth, he did not believe he was truly 
converted until much later in his life. After 
going through the same worksheet that 
Emily had completed, Chris requested to be 
baptized on the right side of his salvation. 

“So, we baptized a college student in her 
twenties and an adult man in his fifties on 
the same day! I wrote down what Chris said 
to me after his baptism. He said, ‘It was the 
most moving experience of gratitude that 
he’s had in the longest of times.’ He also 
shared that it was one of two spiritual high 
points that he has had in his lifetime.”  

Jeremiah stated that two more from his 
church body came forward with baptism 
questions during this season as well, but 
he discipled them out of the decision. In 
both instances, the believers had come to 
Jesus with a childlike faith, and had been 
baptized in adolescence, then strayed from 
Christ during older points in their life. They 

wondered if they needed to be rebaptized, 
but Jeremiah was able to share, “While they 
might have been straying from Christ; Christ 
was not straying from them. They could 
look through those years and see the many 
times when God was faithful to protect 
them, keep them, watch over them, and 
prevent them from going farther down the 
road than they could have gone. And in both 
cases, both people realized they didn’t want 
to be baptized again. They simply needed 
to understand their conversion story. God 
is faithful, and that's what baptism really is. 
It's a promise of God's ultimate faithfulness 
that he will raise us from the grave.”

Two souls were baptized to signify their 
rebirth in Christ, and two souls came away 
with a reverent understanding of God’s 
power in keeping them in his grasp; all due 
to an Annual Summit takeaway and pre-
membership classes hosted by Remedy 
City Church. 

Glory to God!
Jeremiah would like to add that Emily is continuing 
to grow as a disciple in Christ, and has since 
committed to serving as a MISSIONARY FOR 
THE FALL SEMESTER WITH IMB! 
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Any who would like to support Emily can by following 
the link:  https://fcsmnstry.io/qv/dQXfnRY4jr
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Servant’s Heart Baptist Church
A Church Plant in Michigan City 
with plans to launch around 
Easter 2026.

A Commitment
To Bless

The Lord is on the move and 
has already opened the 
door for a meeting space. 
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When Mitch Tabla, Senior Pastor of 
Valparaiso Baptist Church, was hired 
five years ago, he and the church 

leadership made a commitment before the 
Lord. They committed to planting a church if 
the Lord increased their numbers, “We knew 
that if the Lord was kind to us and helped us to 
grow, that we wanted to be a blessing and help 
other churches as well.” As the Lord faithfully 
grew the congregation, Mitch began to look 
at the giftedness of men within their body. He 
even went as far as simply asking the men in his 
church to let him know if they were discerning 
a call to ministry. A few men came forward, 
and Mitch began to disciple them towards the 
calling the Lord has placed upon them. One of 
these men was George Frencl who felt called 
to plant a church in Michigan City. 

George began a residency at Valparaiso 
Baptist that was comprised of resources offered 
through SEND as well as some aspects that Mitch 
put together himself, “We did an intentional 
residency program with him to help him grow 
in his skills and sharpen his knowledge. We 
were able to connect him with some of the 
resources at the state convention, like the Next 
Step Certificate program, to help him grow 
and learn.” The Next Step Certificate is offered 
through SEND as a partnership with New Orleans 
Baptist Theological Seminary. Each month 
New Orleans sends a visiting professor to the 
Indianapolis area to host a weekend intensive 

Could the Lord be tugging on your 
heart to help support this church? 

Reach out to Pastor GEORGE FRENCL 
at servantsheartmc@gmail.com and 
be a part of what the Lord is building in 
Michigan City!

class. George has been able to participate in 
many of these. He also meets regularly with 
Doug Jividen, the Church Planting Catalyst for 
northern Indiana. 

In addition to the SEND opportunities Mitch 
knew he wanted George equipped in some 
other areas too. He was able to help George 
get preaching reps by filling in the pulpit for a 
nearby church on an interim basis. This allowed 
him to preach 3 out of 4 Sundays a week, “I sent 
a camera with him, and his wife would video 
his sermon each week. Then I'd sit with him to 
watch and offer him feedback and notes.” He 
also had George sitting in budget meetings and 
gave him opportunities to grow his leadership 
by offering him and his wife responsibilities in 
children’s ministry.

George’s residency is nearing the end, and 
core group meetings for Servant’s Heart Baptist 
Church in Michigan City have already begun. 
The church plans to launch around Easter 
2026. The Lord is on the move and has already 
opened the door for a meeting space. In fact, 
when I spoke with Mitch, he was getting ready 
to join George’s core group that evening, “He 
meets every other week right now with his core 
group. The goal is to build the core group and 
to deepen the roots of his vision and their Bible 
study.” 

The Lord tugged on Mitch’s heart five years 
ago to help plant a church, which resulted in a 
pastoral residency throughout this past year. n
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, HENRYVILLE

FROM WITHIN
RAISING Pastors

Toby Jenkins of First Baptist Church in 
Henryville ... doesn’t have to search far 
and wide when looking to fill a pastoral 
vacancy ... it all begins with seeing men 
who have the qualities of a pastor and a 
love for the church.
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Toby Jenkins of First Baptist Church in 
Henryville, Indiana, doesn’t have to 
search far and wide when looking to fill 
a pastoral vacancy. In fact, he hasn’t 

done so for 10 years. Born out of his conviction 
in Scripture, Toby trusts the Lord to fill the role 
from within his own church body. “When I first 
became the pastor here, I was a solo pastor. 
We did have a guy leading youth, but he wasn’t 
really seen as a pastor. My conviction according 
to Scripture is to have a plurality of pastors, so 
my heart from the get-go was to disciple and 
raise up men to be pastors.” 

Toby went on to explain, “It can be nerve-
wracking for me as a pastor to seek men who 
are going to serve beside me. If a committee 
goes out to get someone, that man could be 
great, but how do I really know if he even reads 
his Bible? So, raising up men in the life of the 
church is not only Biblical, but it can also be 
safer. The man you know is almost always better 
than the guy you don’t know.” Toby is quick to 
point to 2 Timothy 2, where Paul is instructing 
Timothy to raise up men he sees in the life of the 
church that can teach and exercise oversight 
with him.  

For Toby, it all begins with seeing men who 
have the qualities of a pastor and a love for 
the church. From there, “We invite those men 

to hang out with us. To come and do ministry 
with us. We’ve sought to do this in different ways 
through the years. We used to read books and 
do academic-type pursuits, but I’ve become 
convinced that the best way we can raise up 
pastors is to get men that we see a pastor’s 
heart in and invite them to do hospital visits 
with us, to study the text with us, to perform 
funerals with us.” 

The church also gives these men avenues to 
teach on Sunday nights. Currently, men from 
the church are preaching through the book of 
Mark on Sunday nights, and the pastors are 
specifically looking for men who have a gift 
to teach. After the men teach, the pastors will 
sit with them to critique their sermons and 
give them encouragement for where they can 
grow. “We don’t know if all of these men will be 
called to be pastors, but this is a process by 
which we can start to discern a calling, and 
they can as well.” 

It is a process that has born much fruit for 
First Baptist. They have had pastors who are 
homegrown serving in the church where their 
parents raised them.  And Pastor Toby has a 
special comfort in the continuation of the body, 
“If I were to die in a plane crash tomorrow, 
the church would not need to go out and look 
for a pastor. The guy who is serving with me 
would step into the role of lead pastor and 
would continue preaching and teaching.” Toby 
concluded by stating that growing pastors from 
within the body is one sign of being a healthy 
church. 

Rest assured, if you are looking for an opening 
at FBC of Henryville, you will not find it posted 
anytime soon. Instead, come and be a part of 
the body and trust the leadership to follow the 
Lord’s call in raising up pastors and leaders. n

Toby and his wife Sonia are originally 
from South Mississippi and have been 
at FBC Henryville since 2009
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